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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance in view of the foregoing arnendnient and the 
foi I o w i ng rem ii rks are respectf u 1 \y req nested . 

By this arnerKlmenl. cJiiims 1-38 remain pending, claims 1-8, 10-2L 23-28, 30 and 32- 
37 having been amended. 

Rejection of Clainis 1-38 

On page 2 of the non-Final Offiee Action of May 23. 2005, the Examiner rejected 
claims 1-38 under 35 U.S.C, lOJ asallegediy being directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
O n p age 3 o f the O til ce Ac t i on , th e II xa m i u er re j cct ed claims 1-38 u n d er 3 5 U . S . C , 112, 
second paragraph, as allegedly being incomple^e for omitting essential structural cooperative 
relationships of elements. In particular, the Examiner pointed out that there is allegedly no 
inptU and output recited in the claims. Applicants submit thai the amended claims obviate the 
rejections. 

Amended independent Claim I is directed to a method of removing empty string 
terms from an automaton A having a piurahiy of states "p", a plurality of stales "q'\ and a 
pliM^ality of outgoing transitions from the plurality of stales "\y \ Ef p]. The method includes, 
among other things, inputting a plural iiy of electrical signals representing the atitomaton A 
representing, the aulomaion A further representing a plurality of hypotheses vviili associated 
weights, and producing a plurality of electrical signals representing an improved automaton 
A. 

Applicants submit thai amended claim I recites a physical input and output and 
structural cooperative relationships. Therefore. Applicants respectfully request that the 
rejections of claim 1 and dependent claims 2-9 be withdrawn. 

.Amended independent clainis 10, 16. 19. 20, 21 and 30 have features similar to the 
previously-discussed features of amended claim 1. Thcrctbre. Applicants respecttull> 
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request tl)at the rcjcetions orciaims 10, 1 6. 20, 21 and 30, as well as dependcjit eiaims 1 1-1 5, 
! 7, 18. 22-29 and 3 i-38 be withdrawn (br reasons similar to those presented with respeet to 
claim 1 . 



CONCi^ljSiON 

Having addressed the rejection of all claims. Applicants respectfully stibmit that the 
subjeet application is in condilion for allowance and a Notice lo thai elTect is eamesliy 
solicited. 



Date: August 19,2005 

Correspondence Address: 
Samuel H. Dworetsky 
AT&T Corp, 
Room 2 A -2 07 
One AT&T Way 
Bedminsier, NJ 07921 



Respectfully submitted. 




Richard C. Irving 



Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 38.499 
Phone: 410-414-3056 
Fax No.: 4 10-51 0-1 433 
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